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Wright State University Friends of the Libraries
Spring 2018 
Dear Friends of the Libraries Members,
  
The Friends of the Libraries launched into their 40th 
year with a variety of events.  They held the Library 
Student Assistant Awards Ceremony, Top Scholars, the 
Annual Luncheon, and supported library staff through 
the annual grant process, National Library Week, and 
the library’s staff recognition ceremony.  On March 16th 
the Friends held the Spring Library Student Assistant 
Awards Ceremony.  Nine students were honored with 
awards, totaling $4,500. The recipients included: 
(pictured) Richard Hairston, Stephanie Colby, Krishel 
Stout, Aaliyah Williams, Heather Cagle, Matthew Crooker, (not pictured) Rebekah Colliver, Kathryn (KC) Lyphout, 
and Alyssa Stark.
Friday, April 13th we honored seven students with 
Top Scholar awards.  The Top Scholar Awards began 
in 1995 as a collaboration between the Wright State 
Parents Association and the Friends of the Libraries.  
Top Scholars, selected by the Office of the Dean in 
each College and the Lake Campus, are presented 
with a certificate and book in their honor.  This 
book becomes a permanent part of the University 
Libraries’ collections and contains a bookplate with 
the student’s name, major, and award.  The 2018 Top 
Scholars are shown in the photo with Friends of the 
Libraries Board members in order of  appearance left 
to right as follows; Back Row: Zachary R. Overholser, College of Education & Human Services; Jane Rininger, Vice 
President; Glenn Graham, President; Gary Barlow, Past President; Donna Miles Curry, Treasurer;  Penny Profitt 
and Jim Miley, Board Members. Front Row: Eric D. Boyd, Raj Soin College of Business; Molly H. Donovan, College 
of Engineering & Computer Science; Lauren E. Mellon, College of Nursing & Health; Jamie M. Krupp, College of 
Liberal Arts; Rebecca E. Ewing, College of Science & Mathematics; Mitchell A. Fleming, Lake Campus.
Nearly 50 Friends, library staff, and guests attended the 
annual luncheon on Thursday, April 19th.  This luncheon 
celebrated the 40th Anniversary for the Friends of the 
Libraries Board.  Paul Helfrich, President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Dayton Performing Arts Alliance, was our 
featured speaker.  Mr. Helfrich discussed the formation 
of the Dayton Performing Arts Alliance - how they did it 
and how they are doing now.  The Special Collections and 
Archives brought a display of materials highlighting a variety 
of arts collections housed in their archives.  Two library 
student assistants, Heather Cagle and KC Lyphout, both of 
Heather Cagle and KC Lyphout perfoming at the annual luncheon
whom are dance majors and Spring 2018 LSAA winners, 
wrapped up the luncheon with a special dance performance 
commissioned for the FOL 40th anniversary luncheon.   Prior 
to the luncheon the Board held their annual meeting.  New 
members and officers were elected. The 2018-19 FOL Board 
members are: (pictured) Gary Barlow, Past President; Natalie 
De Horn, Secretary; outgoing Board Member and Treasurer, 
Donna Miles Curry; Catherine Queener, Board Member; Glenn 
Graham, President; Jane Rininger, Vice President, and Penny 
Profitt, Board Member; (not pictured) Jim Miley, Treasurer; 
Jen Ware, Dennis Wilson, and Stephanie Dickey, Board Members. 
Staff Grants – The Friends Board approved funding for three staff grant proposals at their March meeting.  The 
first award was granted to Jane Wildermuth, Head of Digital Initiatives and Repository Services, to upgrade and 
replace audio and document digitization equipment.  The funds will help to create a mobile digitization station 
that will allow for flexibility and portability when scanning large, fragile items.  The second grant was given to 
Mandy Shannon, Head of Instruction & Research Services.  Mandy will conduct a research project to identify the 
impact of library instruction on student retention and success.  The funds will allow Mandy to contract with the 
Statistical Consulting Center to conduct propensity score matching to help identify the unique impact of library 
instruction on student retention and academic achievement.  The third award went to Frank Wolz in Library 
Technology Services.  Frank will conduct a student photo contest to solicit photos taken of, or in, the University 
Libraries.  The photos will be used for marketing, social media, and computer screen savers. 
The Friends of the Libraries continued their 
ongoing support for library staff through a 
variety of events in the spring.  Staff enjoyed 
a catered lunch on Tuesday, April 10th for 
National Library Workers Day.  The Friends 
also provided funds for two library StAR 
Awards (Staff Achievement and Recognition).  
Chris Nimmer and Maggie Perry won the 
awards in May.  
The 2017 Annual Report for the University Libraries is available on CORE Scholar at: https://corescholar.
libraries.wright.edu/ul_reports/4/. Take a look at what the libraries accomplished in 2017!
After such a busy spring, the Friends look forward to a quiet summer and reconvening in August. If you would 
like to get more involved in the Friends of the Libraries Board or renew your membership, please contact us at 
937-775-2381 or give@libraries.wright.edu.  Memberships can also be renewed online at:  https://www.libraries.
wright.edu/friends/
Glenn Graham, President
Friends
of the
Libraries
Sue Polanka, Interim University Librarian
